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From the Principal 
 
Dear ICS Family, 
 
The month of February is here and so are the 
myriad shapes and sizes of hearts! We can find 
heart shaped candy boxes, chocolate, wrapping 
paper, cards, etc., etc., and so on!  All of these 
hearts are to remind us that Valentine’s Day is 
nearing—the day dedicated to love! 
 
There are many legends about St. Valentine.  
However, we do know that he was martyred for 
his faith in Christ. While in prison, awaiting 
execution, he wrote letters to his followers, 
asking them to remain loyal to Jesus and firm in 
their faith.  He signed the letters, “Remember 
your Valentine.” 
 
How fitting it is that our second grade students 
will be receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
for the first time.  They will experience the 
forgiving love of Jesus and from their personal 
experience of forgiveness, receive the strength 
to forgive others. 
 
Where does this leave us? How willing are we to 
receive the forgiveness of Christ in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation?  How willing are we to forgive? 
Let’s think about it the next time we say the Our 
Father:  “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.” 
 
Have a lovely February! 
 
Sr. Maria Colombo, FMA 
 

Don Bosco Celebrations 
 

On Wednesday, 
February 1st, we 
celebrated the 
Feast of St. 
John Bosco and 
his love for 
youth and 
service with a 

beautiful celebration of the Eucharist. Following 
Mass, we inducted our Builders’ Club officers and 
members. Cindy Johnson from the Kiwanis 
Morning Edition of Algiers came to proudly 
welcome our kids into the Kiwanis Family of 
Builders’ Club. The Builders’ Club members give 
their time and talents while participating in 
various service projects for the school and the 
community.   
 
Pictured from left to right, Heather Vu 
(Moderator), Cindy Johnson (Kiwanis Morning 
Edition Algiers Chapter), Ariel Brown (Vice-
President), Rosa Pace (Historian), Nathan Britton 
(Secretary), Kaci Hannan (Historian), Isabella 
Killeen (Treasurer), and Rosie Otero (Moderator). 
Not pictured: Connor Walker (President).  We are 
so proud of our servant leaders here at ICS! 
 
Due to the weather, the Don Bosco Carnival 
celebration was rescheduled to a later date.  



Provincial Visit 
 
Immaculate 
Conception 
School 
welcomed Sr. 
Karen Dunn, 
FMA, Provincial, 
with open arms! 
Sr. Karen 
celebrated the Mass of St. John Bosco with ICS 
and spoke to the students about her favorite 
Saint:  Don Bosco! ICS Student Government sent 
Sr. Karen home with a gift basket full of her 
favorite food:  M&M’s and prayers for a safe trip 
back. We are very thankful for her time spent 
with us.  Thank you, Sr. Karen! 
 
Award-winning Author Visits ICS 
 

Award-winning 
author and 
storyteller, 
Dianne de Las 
Casas, visited 
Immaculate 
Conception 
School (ICS) on 
February 6, 2012 

to perform her latest book, Dinosaur Mardi Gras.  
 
The interactive show, with first and second 
grade, got the students dancing, clapping and 
stomping to the Mardi Gras beat. The students 
learned about different dinosaurs and paraded 
around the cafeteria in their own carnival. WLAE 
and WDSU Channel 6 News came out to film the 
event. Pictured from left to right: Makenzie 
Wood, Ellie Dalton, Dianne de Las Casas, Mikayla 
Pugh and Issac Moisant. 
 
An order form for Dianne de Las Casas’ books is 
included. 

Golf Tournament 
 
The 3rd Annual Golf 
Tournament was a 
success. Family and 
friends of 
Immaculate 
Conception School 
came out in friendly 
competition to 
socialize and support the school. Participants 
enjoyed the beautiful weather and great food at 
Stonebridge Country Club. Thank you to all who 
participated and invested interest in the future 
and students of Immaculate Conception School. 
We hope to see you all again next year! 
 
Quiz Bowl 
 
Immaculate Conception School students, Isabella 
Killeen; Johanna Spooner; Bassel Syed; Michaela 
Brown; Aaliyah Butler; Carlee Coker; Caitlyn 
Killeen; Bailey Chauvin; and Destynee Payne, 
participated at the NOAGL Presidents' 
Tournament at Tulane University. ICS recorded 
the best score of all the Westbank schools. The 
top scorers for ICS were Isabella Killeen in the 
Middle School Division and Bailey Chauvin in the 
Elementary School Division. Overall, the ICS A 
team finished 7th in the New Orleans Metro area, 
while the ICS B team finished 10th in the New 
Orleans Metro Area. Geaux Chargers! 
 
Tommy Giang, Michaela Brown, Luke Pertuit and 
Jenna Wright won the local National History Bee 
sponsored by the History Channel. The 
competition involved students answering a 
preliminary set of questions.  
 
Michaela Brown and Tommy Giang earned spots 
in the Regional National History Bee in Wesson, 
Mississippi at Copiah-Lincoln Community College. 
Their scores place them among the top history 
students in the states of Alabama, Louisiana, and 
Mississippi. 
 



Calendar Reminders  
 
February 7, 2012 

• Spring Fundraiser for Chocolate Easter 
bunnies begins 

February 8, 2012 
• First Reconciliation at 7 p.m. in Church 
• Class Pictures Nursery-8th Grade 

February 9, 2012 
• Middle School Mass 

February 12, 2012 
• Family Mass at 10:00 a.m. 
 

SGA Candy Grams 
 

Our Student Government 
Association (SGA) will be 
selling Valentine Candy Grams 
for 50 cents until February 10, 
2012.  Please write down the 
name and homeroom of the 
person you would like to send 

a valentine to and put in an envelope with the 
money.  Valentines will be delivered on February 
14, 2012, Valentine's Day. 
 
Bead Drive 
 
The Builders' Club will be collecting 
Mardi Gras beads and stuffed 
animals for the Strive Center, an 
organization that provides life 
enriching experiences for the 
developmentally disabled. All beads 
and stuffed animals can be turned in 
to homeroom teachers. Please do 
not bring in dirty, broken or medallion type beads 
and trinkets. Thank you in advance! 
 
Mardi Gras at ICS 
 
February 17, ICS will celebrate Mardi Gras. The 
PK4 and Kindergarten students will be having the 
Crew of ICS Parade and everyone will enjoy King 
Cake.  Happy Mardi Gras!  

Court of Dreams 
 

Immaculate Conception School 
will play St. Rosalie on March 3, 
2012 from 1-3 p.m. in the New 
Orleans Arena on the Hornets 
home court.  Tickets to the 
game against St. Rosalie start at 
$15 and include a ticket to the 

Hornets vs. Pacers game later that night at 7 p.m. 
The deadline to buy tickets for the event is 
February 14, 2012. For more information contact 
Athletic Director, Scott Walker.  
 
Athletics 
 
The senior boys basketball 
team played a hard game 
against Holy Cross and lost 
38 - 32.  Both the junior and 
senior teams defeated 
Visitation of Our Lady. 
Juniors won 36 - 3.  Seniors 
won 30 - 10. With the 
Westbank Playoffs right around the corner, both 
teams play Our Lady of Prompt Succor in 
Westwego on Tuesday. We are extremely proud 
of the team’s determination and hard work.  
 
Girls Basketball City Playoffs are this week in 
Slidell. The girls play St. Margaret Mary in Slidell. 
Good Luck Girls! 
 
The annual Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Competition was held last weekend throughout 
the metropolitan area. Gregory Brooks, Tayla 
Hunter and Brianna Schouest won for the 10-year-
old boys and girls division. Devin Lansing won the 
11-year-old boys division. Seth Walker and Briana 
Heffker won in the 13-year-old boys and girls 
division. These students will now move on to the 
regional competition on February 25th. 
Congratulations and Good Luck! 



A Night to Fleurish  
 
It is time for Academy of 
Our Lady’s Auction Gala, 
A Night to Fleurish! "  
 
A silent auction, 
gourmet food, 
complimentary beverages, and dancing make this 
a special night for adults. It will be held at English 
Turn Country Club on March 3, 2012. Doors open 
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $60. For more 
information, contact Julie Chastant at (504) - 341-
6217.  
 
Crawfish Cook Off  
 

It's Crawfish Cook-Off time 
again! Volunteers are needed 
for Friday, March 23, 2012, in 
the evening for three to four 
hours and Saturday, March 24, 
2012, all day.  
 
Saturday is broken down into 

three shifts of three hours. Volunteers may 
purchase a t-shirt at the discounted rate of $5.00 
and get free admission on the day of the event!  
 
If you would like to help, please e-mail Allison 
Camp at abkay@live.com. Please include your 
name, phone number, date and time in which you 
would like to volunteer. Also include your shirt 
size if you are purchasing a shirt.  
 
Please send the $5.00 to the school office with 
your child to the attention of Allison Camp. 
Thanking you in advance for your willingness to 
help out the IC Pops and ICS. You help to make 
ICS the best for our children! 
 
Picture Day 
 
Wednesday, February 8, class pictures will be 
taken. Children are not to wear their P.E. 
uniforms. Please have children dressed in their 
complete school uniform. 
 

ICPops Fish Fry 
 
Don’t cook tonight…or rather, 
on Friday nights during Lent! The 
IC Pops Fish Fry are beginning! 
 
Dates:   March 2, 9, 16, and 30  
Time:   5:30-7:30 
Where: ICS Cafeteria—Eat in or take out 
 Price:   $7 a plate   
Entrée: Fried Fish, White Beans, Salad, and  
  Homemade Bread 
Extra items: Drinks, Desserts, French Fries, and  
  Nachos can also be purchased. 
 
Take advantage of a wonderful meal, take the 
evening off, and support our school.  
 
Just a Reminder 
 
In the interest of your child’s safety, when your 
child is absent from school, please call the front 
office between 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. We hate 
to bother you at work, but need to ascertain that 
you are aware of your child’s absence. Thank you! 
 
Mardi Gras Safety from the Archbishop 

 
1. Make sure your child knows where you are at 

all times. 
2. Teach your child your cell phone number in 

case he/she may need it. 
3. Notice anyone in the crowd who may try to pay 

a great deal of attention to your child. 
4. Keep your child a safe distance from the floats 

and movement of the actual parade.  
5. Take a picture of your child on your cell phone 

the day of the parade–you will have a picture of 
exactly what your child is wearing in case 
he/she gets separated from you. 

6. Supervise your child when he/she has to go to a 
restroom. 

7. Remember that your child depends on you for 
his/her safety. Children are gifts given to us by 
a loving God and they deserve the time and 
effort it takes for us to protect them. 

 

Education's purpose 
is to replace an empty 
mind with an open 
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